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was charged with violence and fear and the country-wide tension
culminated in the fateful shooting in Amritsar, on April 13,
followed by the imposition of martial law in the Punjab and the
cruel indignities which accompanied it.
Gandhiji's reaction to the outbreak of violence was his historic
confession of a Himalayan miscalculation. He did not minimize
the strength of the provocation but, at the same time, spared no
words to condemn the people's loss of self-control and announced
a 72-hour fast by way of expiation.
Having unreservedly admitted this in his letter to the P. S. to
Viceroy (pp.218-20), Gandhiji issued a statement to the Press on
April 18, temporarily suspending the civil disobedience part of
satyagraha. In the letter to the P. S. to the Viceroy he had
categorically affirmed his continued reliance upon satyagraha and
his hope that in the course of time it would be accepted both by
the people and the Government. The suspension of civil dis-
obedience did not, therefore, mean abandoning satyagraha itself
but indicated only a change of approach.
In a series of "Satyagraha Leaflets" and through speeches and
public statements, he strove to explain to the people the meaning of
satyagraha as a weapon of moral force. Civil disobedience of laws,
he explained, was only incidental to the practice of satyagraha,
which was essentially a process of self-purification and required its
votary to follow swadeshi as the most natural expression of one's
concern for the welfare of one's neighbour. Though he had started
much earlier his propaganda for swadeshi, after the events of
April he took it up with increasing earnestness as the most effective
expression of healthy and constructive patriotism.
On April 26, 1919, B. G. Horniman, editor of The Bombay
Chronicle and a fearless champion of the nationalist cause, was
deported by the Bombay Government. Gandhiji trusted the
people to exercise self-restraint and again gave a call for peaceful
hartal on May 11. With his trust in the authorities, he continued
to plead with them for justice and reason. "Yes," he wrote to
C. F. Andrews on May 4, "in the midst of all the carnage, pro-
secutions, martial law, military dispositions, I find the law of love
answering fully and being abundantly proved."(p. 272.) He appea-
led for an independent "inquiry to examine the causes of disturban-
ces in the Punjab and the administration of martial law in the Pro-
vince, including the sentences passed by the Martial Law Tribunal,"
(pp. 334.) Failing redress on these matters, he was ready to
revive civil disobedience and gave intimation of his intention to
the Viceroy. He went ahead in June with preparations for its